DEPARTMENT of the INTERIOR

news release

OFFICE OF THE SECERETARY

For Release Wednesday, July 8, 1970

STATEMENT BY SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR WALTER J, HICEEL ON PRESIDENT NINON'S
SPECIAL MESSAGE TO CONGRESS ON INDIANS

President Nixon's historie special message to Congress on Indisns is a
brass-tacks, straightforward statement of what the Nation and its Indian people
need in working together toward a better future f:ur all.

It is time we listen to what the Indisns have been telling us.

Like all Americens, they want soclal justice, education, health care and
a chance to choose thelir own kind of life.

But their problems are aspeclal--and so is our responsibility to them.

"To strengthen the Indian's sense of autonomy without threatening his sense
of community" is one of our primary gu-;].m We must also arrange matters so that
Indians can become independent of Federal comtrol without being cut off from
Federal comcern and support.

We all agree that the way to get the best results In working with people
la to give them the opportunity=--and the responsibility=-~-to run their programs
themgelves.

That is what we are seeking to do with the First imericans. They need our
help, but we must never forget that we need their help just as much. This new
and balanced relationship of which the President speaks truly marks a new

beginning.






